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Georgia Southern University has entered into a
cooperative partnership with the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) to promote research,
teaching, outreach, career development, and
stewardship in environmental sciences, sustainability
and engineering. This is the first time the University
has partnered with the EPA.
On Thursday, Georgia Southern University President
Brooks Keel, Ph.D. was joined by EPA Regional
Administrator, Gwendolyn Keys-Fleming to sign a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the EPA’s
Southeast Region 4. The MoU expresses the
University’s and EPA’s intentions to establish a
cooperative working relationship during the next three
years.
The new partnership is designed to provide additional
opportunities for student training and internships,
faculty research support and environmental and public
health initiatives.
“Our goal is to work together with the EPA to develop educated, and highly qualified graduates that are capable of addressing the environmental
challenges of the future,” said Keel. “We are excited about partnering with the EPA and look forward to growing the relationship. This new
agreement will not only provide our students with valuable learning opportunities, but it will also focus on providing them with the skills they need to
be successful once they complete their four-year degree at Georgia Southern.”
“The EPA recognizes the importance of partnering with academic institutions to build capacity and provide a forum for discussing emerging
environmental issues with future leaders,” said Regional Administrator, Gwendolyn Keys-Fleming. “This new partnership with Georgia Southern
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University will provide students with the opportunity combine education, outreach and hands-on work experience. We hope to strengthen their
interest in environmental careers and encourage environmentalism.”
A key part of the new partnership is what it will mean beyond the classroom. The agreement will provide Georgia Southern students access to apply
for EPA internships and will also strengthen the University’s environmental work on campus as well as its outreach in the Statesboro and Savannah
communities and throughout the state. The EPA will also participate in University career fairs, department seminars, conduct mock interviews and
representatives will also serve as student mentors.
The new environmental education partnership builds on Georgia Southern’s growing reputation and commitment to the environment. This past year,
Georgia Southern was named to the Princeton Review’s
The guide to the top eco-friendly institutions in the U.S. includes
colleges and universities based on their proven commitment to environmental and sustainability issues, and is produced in partnership with the U.S.
Green Building Council. In addition, Georgia Southern launched a new Interdisciplinary Concentration in Environmental Sustainability last year, and
requires all students to successfully complete a four-credit environmental course before graduation. The University is also one of the institutions that

Guide to 322 Green Colleges.

signed the American College and University Presidents’ Climate Commitment.
Charles Patterson, Ph.D., vice president for research and economic development at Georgia Southern called the new partnership a major opportunity
for the University’s students and faculty and the EPA. “We have much to offer one another and this new agreement is just the beginning of what we
hope will be a longstanding relationship between the two organizations. Our students and faculty are interested and are actively involved in
conserving our natural resources. They are eager for hands-on opportunities to learn more about the environment and to expand their research.”
Georgia Southern University, a Carnegie Doctoral/Research University founded in 1906, offers more than 120 degree programs serving more than
20,500 students. Through eight colleges, the University offers bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degree programs built on more than a century of
academic achievement. In 2011, the University was named one of the Top 10 most popular universities in the country by U.S. News & World Report
and is a top choice of Georgia’s HOPE scholars. Georgia Southern is recognized for its student-centered approach to education.
Visit: www.georgiasouthern.edu.
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A Georgia Southern University Eagle Nation on Parade sculpture will find a home at William James Middle School in Statesboro after one of its students
created the winning design for the Eagle Nation in Education competition.
The name of the winning artist and drawing will be revealed during a ceremony on Tuesday, Dec. 18, at 9 a.m. in the school cafeteria. During the
celebration, nine additional awards will be announced to recognize the top three submissions in each of the elementary, middle and high school
divisions. Honorable mentions will receive an official Eagle Nation on Parade rosette ribbon and all participants will receive participation certificates.
The student who creates the winning design will work with a Master of Fine Arts candidate from the Betty Foy Sanders Department of Art (BFSDOA) to
perfectly craft their concept and rendering onto a six-foot-tall fiberglass Eagle Nation on Parade sculpture. Once completed, the sculpture will be
prominently displayed at the school.
Eagle Nation in Education is a public service project of Eagle Nation on Parade. Recognizing the vast importance of art education for local youth, Eagle
Nation on Parade initiated the project to offer Bulloch County K-12 students an opportunity to express, create and expand their artistic abilities. Eagle
Nation in Education also provided art educators with a valuable opportunity to teach their students about public art.
The competition generated more than 450 submissions from elementary, middle and high school students. “I am just so very proud of all these kids,”
said William James Middle School Principal Mike Yawn. “This is amazing! I can’t express how proud I am.”
Judges Rosalind Ragans, Ed.D., of Lawrenceville, Ga., and Bruce Little, Ed.D., of Savannah, Ga., judged the competition. Criteria for judging included
concept and originality, clarity and interpretation of a theme, visual and aesthetic appeal, materials and technique.

ArtTalk

Ragans is a Georgia Southern associate professor emerita and best-selling author of art textbooks for high school students.
, her senior high art
textbook, has sold more than half a million copies in the U.S., Canada, Mexico, the Caribbean and Asia. It was the first art education textbook
to combine art history, criticism, aesthetics and artistic performance. Ragans was named the National Art Educator of the Year in 1992.
Little, also a University professor emeritus, joined Georgia Southern in 1988 after a successful career as a high school teacher. A former educator of
both undergraduate and graduate students,
Little directed the Master of Fine Arts graduate program and chaired numerous thesis committees during his time at Georgia Southern. His research
includes an extensive exhibition record and numerous publications, including the classic National Art Education Association publication,
. Little was honored in 2003 by NAEA as Art Educator of the Year and was a 2010 recipient of Georgia Southern’s
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College of Liberal Arts and Social Science’s Ruffin Cup.
“Dr. Ragans and Dr. Little are highly esteemed and well known in each of their respected fields,” said Patricia Carter, chair of the BFSDOA. “We knew
that with such an important and difficult decision as selecting the winning submission for the Eagle Nation in Education program, our judges needed to
be the best of the best in the art field. By selecting Dr. Ragans and Dr. Little, we have done just that. They took every entry into consideration
to carefully select the winner based on their immense experience in the arts.”
Georgia Southern University, a Carnegie Doctoral/Research University founded in 1906, offers more than 120 degree programs serving more than
20,500 students. Through eight colleges, the University offers bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degree programs built on more than a century of
academic achievement. In 2011, the University was named one of the Top 10 most popular universities in the country by
and is a top choice of Georgia’s HOPE scholars. Georgia Southern is recognized for its student-centered approach to education.
Visit:
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www.georgiasouthern.edu.
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